


Dear Parents, Guardians and Confirmation Candidates,  
 
Welcome to Mary, Mother of the Church Parish’s Sacrament of Confirmation Program.  
I am delighted to be a part of this Parish family and I am blessed to be trusted with this 
preparation program.  During the 2018 - 2019 year, we the Church, and your family will 
journey together to share in the importance of Confirmation. This is an exciting and no 
doubt an intense time for young Catholics.  
 
The Sacrament of Confirmation program allows the Confirmation candidate to grow 
closer to Christ and His Church through regular classes.  In class they will be drawn into 
a deeper faith that will transform their hearts and change their lives not only during 
their Confirmation preparation phase, but into the rest of their high school and young 
adult years.  Confirmation is not the end of the road.  Confirmation is not the final step 
in their faith.  Confirmation is the stepping stone into a mature religious life.  
 
The best preparation is to practice and live your Catholic faith through word and deed. 
As you continue ministering to your family, your parish and your community, we ask 
you to be especially faithful in attending Sunday Mass.  It has the greatest impact on 
the faith formation for Catholic’s.  Each of us has been called to witness Christ’s love 
for each other.  
 
During our time together, we will examine what it takes to live your faith day by day 
and practice those lifelong skills that lead to a richer spiritual life.  May these blessings 
be a continuous faith journey guided by the Holy Spirit to follow Jesus Christ.  
 
Thank you for letting me us direct your path towards the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
Together, we will all grow deeper in our faith.  
  
Margaret Zola, CRE 
Mary, Mother of the Church Parish 



WHO IS IT YOU SEE IN THE GREAT LIGHT? 
 

CONCENTRATE ON THE FOUR DOTS IN THE MIDDLE 
OF THE PICTURE FOR ABOUT 30 SECONDS. 

 
THEN CLOSE YOUR EYES AND TILT YOUR HEAD BACK. 

 

HE IS ALWAYS WITH YOU, 
EVEN WHEN YOU CAN’T SEE HIM! 



What is the Sacrament of Confirmation?  
  
The Sacrament of Confirmation is the strengthening and fullness of the Holy Spirit 
already received in Baptism.  When we were baptized we became children of God.  As 
children of God we share the life of God; the life of three persons in one love.  The 
Spirit is the love between Father and Son.  The Spirit acts in us urging us to move 
beyond our individual selves into making the community on Earth like the  community 
of love that is God. Confirmation calls us to a greater participation in the mission of  
Jesus and the Church.  Through Confirmation our relationship with God is deepened 
and we are incorporated more completely into the body of Christ.  Confirmation 
obliges us, as true witnesses of Christ, to spread and defend the faith by word and 
deed.  
 

Confirmation Candidate Required Responsibilities   
  
Based on the guidelines published by the Diocese of Trenton, the following 
requirements must be met by all candidates before receiving the Sacrament of 
Confirmation at Mary, Mother of the Church Parish. 
  
All Candidates must assume the responsibility of completion of all parts of preparation 
and program obligations listed below. 

 

 Attend Sunday Mass, Holy Day of obligations and pray daily.  

 Attend ALL classes and fully participate in open discussions. 

 Attend all required meetings, retreats and Catholicism 101.  

 Know the teachings of the Catholic faith, the Church precepts and formal prayers.  

 Complete at least 20 or more hours of Community Service. 

 Pass both the 7th grade and 8th grade Confirmation tests. 

 Complete all paperwork on time: 

  Agreement of Parent/Guardian and Sponsor 

 Rite of Enrollment  

 Choosing of a Christian Name (Saint’s Name) 

 Draft and Final Letter to the Bishop 

 Report on Service Activity 

 Attend Confirmation Interviews.   

 Participate in parish community life by attending functions offered throughout the      

   year and as listed on the RE Calendar.   

 Exhibit appropriate Christian behavior at all times.  



Candidates Envelopes 
 

All Confirmation Candidates are required to actively practice their faith and be 
involved in the liturgical and sacramental life of the Church.  Regular Mass 
attendance will be verified by the Candidates use of envelopes.  The Candidate 
should print their name clearly on the envelope and date and Mass time they 
attended.  (An example is at the bottom of this letter.)  Drop the envelope in with 
the Sunday collection, along with the family envelope.  Please know a donation is 
not expected.  It is the envelopes that we are counting.  Any donations received 
will be applied to the families Church donations. 
 
If you attend another Parish, other then Mary, Mother of the Church, please pick 
up that Parish’s Bulletin, write your name and Envelope #, and turn it into your 
Catechist during class or to the RE Office for credit.   On the next page you will 
see a listing of neighboring parishes that offer various evening Masses which may 
fit better into your schedule.  Periodically we do forget our envelopes when 
attending Mass.  If so, use a temporary parishioner envelope in the back rack of 
the church and print on it: Confirmation, your name and your ID #, if known.   
Without this information, our counters will not know to put these envelopes 
aside for RE and you will not get Mass credit.  Please do not hand-in a bulletin 
from our parish as proof of attendance for that Mass, it will not be counted.  
Temporary envelopes must be used. 
 
Tracking of the envelopes notes when you attended Mass.  Envelopes received 
during the week will not be credited, unless received for a Holy Day or another 
special Church collection. 
  
Margaret Zola, Coordinator of RE 
 

Envelope example:    
      

         
 

 
 

 
4568         4568 
 
       Time 
       ___________________ 
       ___________________ 
          
       Talent _____________ 
       ___________________ 
 
Name _____________________________  Treasure $ __________ 
  

Candidate’s Envelope # 

Mrs. Zola 

9:30 

7/1/2015 



Evening Mass Schedule for surrounding parishes.  
(Subject to change.) 

 
SATURDAY EVENINGS 
4:00PM 
Parish of St. Katherine Drexel - All Saints Church 
502 High Street 
Burlington, NJ 08016  
 
4:30PM 
St. Raphael - Holy Angels Parish 
1733 South Broad Street 
Hamilton, NJ 08610 
 
Saint Andrews Church 
2489 Monmouth Road 
Jobstown, NJ 08041 
 
Sacred Heart Church 
260 High Street 
Mount Holly, NJ 08060 
 
5:00PM 
St. Paul’s Church 
223 E Union Street 
Burlington, NJ 08016 
 
SUNDAY EVENINGS 
5:00PM 
St. Raphael - Holy Angels Parish 
1733 South Broad Street 
Hamilton, NJ 08610 
 
7:00PM  
Sacred Heart Church 
260 High Street 



SUGGESTIONS FOR SERVICE PROJECTS 
Corporal Works of Mercy 

  
Before making a commitment to a service project, think about the variety of ways in which you can use your talents and 
abilities to help others. These suggestions are only some of the ways others have chosen to serve. This list is only for 
ideas.  Perhaps you have your own special kinds of services in mind. Find out about the real needs of people in your 
parish, school or community.  Talk to your parents or guardians.  A service may not be done for any commercial 
business or relative – these will not be approved.  YOU MUST DO AT LEAST TWO (2) SEPARATE SERVICES. 
 
 
 

 
  
  

  
After making your decision and commitment, follow these simple steps. 
Step 1 - pray to the Holy Spirit for guidance 
Step 2 - email or call to reserve your spot to volunteer - - always make contact before just showing up 
Step 3 - fill out RE Service Pledge Form and send into the RE Office for approval 
Step 4 - bring your approved Service Pledge with log, now on back of page, with you to volunteer and check-in 
Step 5 - have the chairperson sign off on your hours when service is complete 
Step 6 - complete the log and return to the RE Office 
 

 
 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
  

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of Your faithful, and enkindle in us the fire of Your love. Send forth Your Spirit and we 
shall be created; and You will renew the face of the earth. O God, who did teach the hearts of Your faithful by the light of 
the Holy Spirit, grant us in the same Spirit to be truly wise, and ever to rejoice in His consolation. 
Through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
 It would be advisable for parents to assist or to stay with their child for safety, even if you know the people involved.  

Ask if the service project has a NJ CAP, VIRTUS, or other Child Abuse Awareness Program affiliated with it 
as this will help you decide if it is safe to leave your child. 

 

Altar Server (maximum 10 hours) Organize or help with a recycling project 

Assist a needy family Parish covered dish dinners 

Assist senior citizens with chores (nonrelative) Parish Hospitality Sunday's (noted in Sunday Bulletin) 

Babysit for someone who needs help (nonrelative AND nonpaying) Parish picnic 

Bake for a cake sale Participate in the Bordentown CROP Walk 

Bordentown Elks Breakfast for their Handicap Committee Perform special services for the handicapped 

- 3rd Sunday of every month 9AM - noon (no Summer hours) Prepare a meal or dessert for a family whose suffered a death 

- call Mrs. Barbara Monk 298-6329 Prepare entertainment or holiday parties for nursing homes 

Check your own Public School for areas you may serve Raise money for retirement funds for elderly religious 

Choir performances (maximum 7 1/2 hours) Read to or make audio tapes for the blind or elderly 

Coach or assist with young children’s sports Activities (nonprofit) Serve as an aide during RE classes (not during your class time) 

Collect food for the poor Shop for an elderly neighbor  (nonrelative) 

Collect toys for poor children TASK – Trenton Area Soup Kitchen 

Do volunteer work in a hospice Tutor after school 

Help at CER Summer Program (call CER 298-9123 x1200 or x1202) Visit the elderly at home or nursing home 

Help with a fund raising project for charitable organization Volunteer to read at a local Book Store or Public Library to children 

Help with Vacation Bible School (prep work and week of in August) Volunteer to work in a hospital 

Initiate a “cleanup” campaign (parish, school or park) Work at St. Mary’s Food Pantry 

Knights of Columbus Easter and Santa Breakfasts Work in a special education program 

Lector for Mass Write cards or letters to hospitalized children or teens 

Make gifts or favors for hospitals or nursing homes Write letters to government officials about justice issues 

Make rosaries (contact RE Office) Yard work around St. Mary’s with maintenance crew 

Jesus said, “I am among you as one who serves.” 
                                                     Luke 22:27  





CHOOSING A SPONSOR  
 Individual sponsors are to be selected.  
 A sponsor is a person who knows the candidate and can help him/her on their spiritual 

journey.  
 Ideally a sponsor is someone who already has been involved in the spiritual formation 

of the candidate, such as a godparent, relative or member of the local parish.  
 When possible the Baptismal sponsor should be chosen in order to continue to guide 

the relationship between Baptism and Confirmation.  
 A sponsor needs to be acquainted with his/her responsibilities and given opportunities 

for inclusion in the candidate's immediate preparation program.  
 The sponsor is one who is willing to share his/her faith with the candidate. 
 The sponsor is to be a person of strong and committed personal faith. 
 The sponsor needs to be an open, honest, caring, committed and encouraging person 

who will help the candidate grow in his/her understanding of the faith as the young 
person comes to a deeper appreciation of God in his/her life.  

 

 
ELIGIBILITY TO BE A SPONSOR (According to Church Canon Law and Diocesan mandates.) 

For a person to be eligible to be a sponsor he/she: 
  Must be 16 years of age and fully initiated in the Catholic Church. 
  Must belong to the Catholic Church and have received Baptism, First Holy Communion 
 and Confirmation. 
  May be the same sponsor the candidate had at Baptism. 
 May be either male or female for any candidate. 
 May not be the child's parent or stepparent. 
 If married, must be in a valid Catholic marriage. 
 An active and practicing member of the Church. 
 Must not be prohibited by law from exercising the role of sponsor. 
 

It is the responsibility of the candidate’s pastor or the pastor's delegate, to determine the 
eligibility of the sponsor.  Eligibility may be obtained with a Sponsor Certificate or letter 
from the sponsor's pastor bearing the parish seal.  Please ask your sponsor to reach our to 
their parish for their certificate.  They can be mailed directly to the RE office (address 
below) BUT please be sure the word Confirmation and your name is on the certificate or 
outside envelope. 
 

Margaret Zola, CRE 
RE: Confirmation - your name 

45 Crosswicks Street 
Bordentown, NJ 08505 

 



 

The 
Gifts of  
the Holy 

Spirit 

FORTITUDE to stand 

up and be strong 
UNDERSTANDING 

to follow God’s way. 

Bless 
me with

 

KNOWLEDGE to
 know 

rig
ht fr

om wrong. 

PIETY 
to worship 
and pray. 

WISDOM to 
feel your 
presence 

beside me. 

COUNSEL to 
enlighten and 

guide me. 

FEAR OF GOD 
to always be 
awed by the 

mighty 
wonders of 
our God! 


